3HAP. xn.     ACCUSATIONS AGAINST THE POPE0

enemies had failed in their object, the disqualifying
by mutilation for the Papacy. A faithful servant
rescued him, and carried him to the church of St. Peter.
There, no doubt, he found temporary protectors, until
the Duke of Spoleto (Winegis), a Frank, marched into
Borne to his deliverance, and removed him from the
guilty city*to Spoleto.

Urgent letters entreated the immediate presence of
the Patrician, of Charles the protector of the Papacy, in
Rome. But Charles was at a distance, about to engage
in quelling an insurrection of the Saxons.a The Pope
condescended, or rather was compelled by his necessities,
to accept the summons to appear in person before the
Transalpine monarch. Charles was holding his court
and camp at Paderborn, one of the newly-erected
German bishoprics. The reception of Leo was courteous
and friendly, magnificent as far as circumstances might
permit. The poet describes the imperial banquet; nor
does he fear to shock his more austere readers by
describing the Pope and the Emperor as quaffing their
rich wines with convivial glee.b

But at the same time arrived accusations of some un-
known and mysterious nature against the Pope; accusa-
tions, according to the annalists, made in the name of
the Eoman people.0 Charles did not decline, but post-
poned till his arrival in Rome the judicial investigation
of these charges; but he continued to treat the Pope
with undiminished respect and familiarity.

The return, of Leo to Rome is said to have been one
V>ng triumph. Throughout Italy he was received with

*  Eginhard, Ann. 799.

*  Angilbert, apud Pertz,  ii.  401,
iescribes, as an eye-witness, the meet-

ing of the Pope and the Emperor.

c " Quse a populo Romano ei oliii r
bantur."